


Reading for Pleasure Policy
At Halewood CE Primary School the active encouragement of reading for pleasure is a core part of every child’s educational entitlement whatever their background or attainment.  We believe that extensive reading and exposure to a wide range of texts makes a vital contribution to every child’s educational achievement.
Reading for pleasure is a top priority at Halewood CE and we aim to establish each child as a lifetime reader based on developing a love of reading (Sanacore, 2002).  Many studies have shown that reading for pleasure is of paramount importance, not only educationally, but also in personal development.  Evidence from these studies supports the fact that promoting reading can have a major impact on children, their futures and their life chances.  According to the OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) ‘…finding ways to engage pupils in reading may be one of the most effective ways to leverage social change’.  
This policy, although linked to the English Policy, stands alone in its promotion and encouragement of reading as a pleasurable activity and should be used to embed the philosophy for a wide range of reading across the whole school community.  We believe that all staff should be ‘reading role models’ for children, enthusing them to read widely and often whilst also encouraging them to discuss and recommend reading material to their peers.

The school subscribes to Pennac’s Inviolable Rights of the Reader.  These include:
· The right to read anything.
· The right to skip pages.
· The right to read anywhere.
· The right to read aloud.

Provision at Halewood CE
Access to a wide range of texts/books.
We aim to ensure that a rich assortment of texts in different formats and genres are available.  We believe that access to a wide variety of reading material is extremely important.   Texts include:
· Age-related fiction (contemporary and classic)
· Appropriate non-fiction
· Magazines, comics and newspapers (the school subscribes to First News)
· Internet based texts
· Children’s own work (within books and displays)
· Braille texts
Texts are available in each classroom that accommodate all reading ages within a class.  Texts are also available in the school library.


Teacher’s Role

Teachers at Halewood: 
· Read regularly to children.  Children can benefit tremendously from being read to aloud.   Effective reading aloud time helps to create a positive reading experience which engages students and allows adults to model their enthusiasm for books and reading.  This allows whole class interaction, pausing to ask questions about what has been read or discussing the pictures they have been shown.  This helps to improve pupil’s comprehension of a story. 
· Actively encourage a love of reading through discussing books of personal interest, regularly referencing books and promoting different kinds of books.
· Give thought to the choice of class novels to read to and with the children.
· Provide regular time for pupils to read a self-chosen book silently.  These slots are built into each class every day to allow every child dedicated time for reading for pleasure.  
· Ensure that reading takes place both in and outside of the classroom and in and outside of the school.
· Ensure that engaging displays are visible around the school to encourage children to read for enjoyment.

Pupil Participation

· Two pupils from each class (Y1-6) are nominated Reading Champions and they bring ideas from their peers and give feedback to them.  They actively encourage reading for pleasure and are involved in the planning of events and purchase of books.
· Librarians from Y5 and Y6 are responsible for maintaining the library in an orderly state.
· Each class has reading monitors who are responsible for class reading areas and outside provision at playtime and lunchtime.
· Pupil questionnaires are used to gain an insight into the reading attitudes of the children.  

Links with home and parents/carers

· The school encourages links with parents by ensuring every child has a Home Reading Journal’ that records all reading habits, signed by parents and monitored by class teachers.
· Parents have the opportunity to air their views on provision (via questionnaires) and the school feeds back accordingly.
· A book swap box is available for parents and carers to utilise.
· Opportunities for parents/carers to read with their children in school are provided, such as: FRED and ERIC time during Fathers’ Story Week in June, Tea and Read, Big Booky Breakfast, Reading under the stars.



Reading Areas and Libraries
Class reading areas and school library:

· Each classroom has a designated reading area where children have access to a wide variety of texts: fiction, non-fiction, topic related books, newspapers etc.
· Library books for KS1 are located within classrooms.  Children in KS2 have access to the school library which also contains books from a variety of genres; by a variety of authors and covers a wide range of interest.  We endeavour to ensure that different newly published material is represented and that popular books that succumb to wear and tear are replaced.

The library contains the following:
· Stories and narrative accounts, e.g. fairy tales, folk tales, and biographies
· Picture books with thought provoking images and examples of artistic talent
· Information books
· Poetry books
· Joke books
· Bibles
· French texts
· Barrington Stoke – dyslexia friendly texts

Outside Reading:

· Books are available to read during lunch and playtimes.  During the colder months, fleecy blankets are available for children to keep warm as they “snuggle with a book”!
· The literacy caravan and outdoor classrooms provide a delightful alternative setting for reading during warmer months.

Knowsley Libraries:

· Children are encouraged to utilise their local library and we participate in the annual Summer Reading Challenge.  We have won the Knowsley Summer Reading Challenge for 5 consecutive years.  
· Every summer, we ensure that each class visits Halewood Library so that all children have membership and also, to promote the Summer Reading Challenge.

Promotion of Reading

Celebratory Events and Competitions

· We ensure that reading events are acknowledge and celebrated, such as World Book Day, Roald Dahl Day, Shakespeare 400, National Poetry Day
· We participate in competitions through our links with Knowsley libraries and national agencies such as the National Literacy Trust and the Reading Agency.  



School Awards and Prizes

· Reader of the week certificates.
· Competition/prize draw winners receive a new book of their choice from Mr Smith.
· Get Caught Reading x5 each week - raffles are held each half-term.
· X5 times a week readers – class competition – cup awarded each week.
· Most improved reader – x3 vouchers presented by School Catering Service on World Book Day.

Book Fairs

· Scholastic book fairs are run by Friends of the School to coincide with PPRD.  A % of the money made is returned to school and used to update/ enhance our reading stock.

Reluctant Readers

We continue to target reluctant readers in a variety of ways.
· Through celebratory events.
· Through competitions.
· Using sport as a stimulus with support from coaching company Equip.
· Ensuring that children have access to books and resources that they will want to read.  For example, accessing guides and resources to encourage boys, e.g. Books and Boys (booksandboys.blogspot.com).

Professional Development

Professional support, training and guidance is made available to staff to support their understanding and develop their skills in promoting reading for pleasure through:
· Training events.
· Staff meetings and INSET.
· Discussions with Reading Subject Lead

Purchasing Books

There is an annual budget for books to meet the demands and needs of each academic year.  The budget takes into account the need to replenish and update stock.
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