Ensuring the Best Start to R-A-I-S-E – EYFS Curriculum
[image: ][image: ]
Captivating the Children - Early Years Themes  

We want our youngest children in school to develop a love of learning from day one.  To do this, we not only plan key themes which will help us to deliver the objectives of our unique curriculum, but may be inspired by current trends from the cinema, new children’s literature, sporting events, toys and the children’s individual interests.  Our curriculum is flexible and adaptable and will be led by the children’s needs.

Most likely themes:
Proverbs 15:14
The heart of one who has understanding seeks knowledge
R-A-I-S-E
[bookmark: _GoBack]Retention – Application – Inspiration – Success for Everyone

	Term 1 – 14 weeks
	Term 2 - 14 weeks
	Term 3 - 12 weeks

	· Welcome to our School Family
· Make your Mark – The Dot
· Sensational Seasons – Autumn
· Gardening Club
· Celebrate! Celebrate! Diwali 
· Celebrate! Celebrate! Christmas/ Birth of Jesus
	· Sensational Seasons – Winter
· Healthy me
· This is Me! 
· Sensational Seasons - Spring
· Celebrate! Celebrate! Chinese New Year Celebrate! Celebrate! Easter
· Plants, Trees & Buzzy Bees 
	· Sensational Seasons – Summer
· Growth & Change
· Mini Eco Warriors
· Marvellous Metamorphosis – Life Cycles
· Minibeast Magic
· My past experiences




Theme synopsis:

	Theme
	Main area of learning
	Overview
	May lead to…

	Welcome to our School Family
	PSED, Literacy
	School routines and rules, books about manners, sharing, The Colour Monster - Emotions
	Following interests

	Make your Mark – THE DOT P. Reynolds
	PSED, ART, Literacy, Music
	Through music by Emily Arrow and dotty art, the children learn how even the smallest dot is amazing – promoting ‘can do’ attitudes and creative outcomes.
	Kandinsky’s Circles – Art

Ish –Sky Color, and Creatrilogy, Happy Dreamer, Be You – P. Reynolds 
Colour mixing -  painting.

	Sensational seasons - Autumn
	The World – Geography/ Science, Literacy, ART, Maths (time)
	Weather, clothes, deciduous and evergreen trees, animal behaviours, months are all introduced to the children.  We draw upon the children’s interest to decide whether to explore hedgehogs or other hibernating animals in more detail.  Or the migration of swans. We explore art by Andy Goldsworthy – focussing on colour and form with natural objects - leaves.  Vivaldi’s four seasons: Autumn music is listened to.
	Hibernation/Migration
Bears/ Caves

Harvest Festival

	Celebrate! Celebrate! - Diwali
	RE, People & Communities, PSED, Art, Maths pattern
	Exploring religion and culture, including dress, clothes, customs, prayer and places of worship, events during the Diwali festival, mehndi patterns and food.
	Patterns, colours, light


	Celebrate! Celebrate! - Christmas
	RE, People & Communities, PSED, Art and Design, Music, Maths (shape), Literacy
	The Christian celebration of the Birth of Jesus and what that looks like for the children in their lives today.  Letters to Santa, performances, gifts.  Church visit - Reception
	Christmas adverts

	Sensational Seasons – Winter

	The World Geography/ Science, Music, ART, Literacy poems and stories
	Weather, clothes, deciduous and evergreen trees, animal behaviours, months are explored.  Practical explorations of freezing and melting ice.
Vivaldi’s four seasons: Winter music is listened to.
	Antarctica, penguins and polar bears

	Healthy Me

	Science, Physical, PSED, Music, Literacy poems and stories
	What does being healthy mean?  A study of the importance of exercise, hydration, nutrition, sleep, keeping clean, looking after teeth, healthy mind.  Naming body parts. 
	Supertato stories, Food technology, Dentist, Doctor, Sonic the Hedgehog – assault courses, Skeletons

	This is Me! 

	PSED, People & Communities, Music, Stories from other Cultures
	We are all unique and perfectly made.   We have many features that make us the same as our friends but we are also very different. Explore race, and disability, family groups. Listen to music from other cultures, read stories about different types of families and cultures. 
	Circus, The Greatest Showman, Handa’s Surprise – African animals

	Celebrate! Celebrate! Chinese New Year
	PSED, People & Communities
Maths, ART, Music, Dance, Literacy poems and stories
	We read the story of NIan and learn about the Lunar New Year.  We explore Chinese music, dragon dancing and food.  We learn where China is on a World map and what it is like in China too.  The children have opportunities to dress up in Chinese costumes and we enhance our role play with a Chinese restaurant and take away resources.   We have a Chinese banquet to conclude this topic and the children take home fortune cookies, chop sticks and hongbao as a reminder of this topic.
	Dragons, Knights, 

	Sensational Seasons - Spring

	The World Geography/ Science, Literacy, Maths (time)
	Weather, clothes, deciduous and evergreen trees, animal behaviours, months are explored.  
Vivaldi’s four seasons: Spring music is listened to.
	Growing flowers and vegetables

	Celebrate! Celebrate! Easter
	RE, People & Communities
	The Christian celebration of the Death of Jesus and how Easter is celebrated today. Church visit Reception. Celebration of New Life
	Chicks, New life  - lambs/ farms

Eggs

	Plants, Trees & Buzzy Bees
	The World – Science, NF and Fiction Literacy
	An exploration of growth and pollination, types of plants and trees, edible plants.
	Insects - Bees

	Sensational Seasons – Summer

	The World Geography/ Science, ART, Music, Literacy poems and stories
	Weather, clothes, deciduous and evergreen trees, animal behaviours, months are explored.  
Vivaldi’s four seasons: Summer music is listened to.  Holiday – Madonna, Cliff Richard – Summer Holiday.
Artist’s works such as Van Gogh Sunflowers.
	Holidays, transport

	Growth & Change

	The World – Science, Literacy poems and stories, History – my past
	Versions of The Enormous Turnip, Jack and the Beanstalk, The Tiny Seed, Jasper’s Beanstalk along with a variety of other stories relating to plants and growth are read.  The children have first-hand experiences of planting and caring for seeds and make observations of germination, seedlings and plants and vegetables.
	

	Mini Eco Warriors

	The World Geography/ Science/ Design, ART, Literacy poems and stories
	How can we save our planet?  What are the problems our planet is facing?  What can we do about it – in school, at home, when we are bigger?  Famous people: Greta Thunberg.   Vegan food.
	Underwater habitats, Tortoises, Re-cycling, Electric Cars  

Picture News Resources

	Marvellous Metamorphosis – Life-cycles

	The World – Science, Music, ART, Literacy NF and F books
	An exploration of the life-cycles of a variety of mini beasts and also frogs, chickens.
	Traditional Tales: The Frog Prince


	Mini-beast Magic

	The World – Science, Music, NF and F Literacy
	Annelids, Gastropods, Insects, Arachnids – can you classify your insects?  Our children will be able to by the end of this exciting, exploratory topic.  
	The Snail and the Whale, The Snail – Matisse, Anansi the Spider

	My Past Experiences
	The World – History, Literacy, Computing, Literacy poems and stories
	When is your birthday?  What were you like when you were a baby/ toddler?  How have you changed?
Reception Learning journey so far.  What did your grown-ups play with when they were little?  What was Halewood CofE like in the past?
	Significant events from the past – Remembrance Day, Queen’s Coronation, Royal weddings



In the Moment Planning

“In the moment planning is an approach where early years settings plan a topic spontaneously based on what a child is interested in.  Although it could be quite a shock for most of the modern settings who are used to the structure of pre-planned activities and lesson schedules, this child-led model is now gaining popularity among many early years educators. The system is all about completing the planning cycle in the actual moment instead of planning in advance.”
https://cheqdin.com/in-the-moment-planning/

At Halewood CofE we may use ‘in the moment planning’ to quickly respond to an interest that has arisen.  This might involve adding books, resources, making space, asking the children what they need to follow their interests.  A prompt response to an interest ensures that moments are not lost.

Predictable Interests:
The following our topics which are frequently popular with our 3-5 year olds.

· Dinosaurs
· Superheroes – Power Rangers, Spiderman, Batman
· Paw Patrol
· Sonic the Hedgehog
· Hairdresser/Salon
· Shops
· Babies
· Pets and animals
· High performance cars
· Unicorns & fairies

Where children believe, achieve and succeed
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