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Area of Learning: Understanding the World
National Curriculum: History, RE, Science, Geography, PSHE
The curriculum: what we want children to learn 
· The curriculum is a top-level plan of everything the early years setting wants the children to learn. 
· Planning to help every child to develop their language is vital. 
· The curriculum needs to be ambitious. Careful sequencing will help children to build their learning over time. 
· Young children’s learning is often driven by their interests. Plans need to be flexible. 
· Depth in early learning is much more important than covering lots of things in a superficial way. 

Rationale: To provide broad and deep foundations (knowledge and skills) which form the secure building blocks for future learning.  To develop high-level vocabulary. To foster a sense of awe and wonder and curiosity about objects, people and places; showing a deep drive to know more about people and their world.To use senses to explore the world around them.  To know the important role, they have in the future of the planet.

	Nursery
	Unique Child

	Past & Present

	Chronology
	I know that my birthday is the day I was born.
	I know that my parents and grandparents were born in the past and before me.
	I can describe how I have changed since I was born.
	I can talk about and sequence the events in my school day.
	I know ‘the past’ is something that has already happened and the ‘now’ is something that is happening in the present. I know the future is what is happening next.
	I can remember and discuss significant events in my own life.
e.g. holidays, new sibling, party, day trip
	I can talk about events which happened before I was born and a very long time ago.
E.g. Dinosaurs, Bible stories, World wars/ Remembrance/ Royal occasions
	I can re-tell traditional tales that were written along time ago and sequence the events.
	

	Adult role:
	· Encourage children to talk about their own home and community life, and to find out about other children’s experiences. Be aware that some children’s home lives may be complicated or disrupted, and talking about them may be difficult. 
· Share stories about people from the past who have an influence on the present. 
· Help children and parents to see the ways in which their cultures and beliefs are similar, sharing and discussing practices, resources, celebrations and experiences. 
· 

	Enabling environment:
	· Photographs from when the children were babies
· Birthday celebrations in class
· Keyworker talk time daily
· Traditional stories
· Remembrance Day
· Bible stories – a long time ago
· History of the Royal family – Coronation, weddings
· Daily routines – timetable
· Days of the week: yesterday, today, tomorrow
· Celebrating personal achievements – certificates, awards outside school


	People, Culture & Communities

	British Values
Local Geography
	I know about different occupations and ways of life.  
	I know that I am unique and I can describe how I am similar and different to my friends.
	I can discuss my family customs and routines.
	I show a respectful interest in other cultures and religions.
	I understand that I am part of a school community, church community and Halewood community and what that means.
	I can describe some of the features in Halewood.
	I can compare my local environment to contrasting countries in the World.
	I can make a simple map.
	I can carry out a simple survey.
	

	Adult role:
	· Plan visits to Halewood triangle, local churches, parks, shops, library, Yew Tree farm. Explore the sunflower projects by Harrison’s farm.
· Explore services for children within the community: swimming, gymnastics, football, Rainbows. Beavers, Jam club etc
· Visits from Children’s worker from the local church.
· Share stories about people from the past who have an influence on the present. E.g. Mary Anning, Stories from the World War
· Encourage children to develop positive relationships with community members who visit the setting, such as fire fighters, refuse collectors, delivery personnel, care home resident, artists. 


	Enabling environment:
	· Map locating Halewood within Liverpool
· Map of school grounds
· World Map
· Provide ways of preserving memories of special events, e.g. making a book, collecting photographs, sound or video recording, drawing and writing. 
· Provide activities and opportunities for children to share experiences and knowledge from different parts of their lives with each other. 
· Invite children and families with experiences of living in other countries to bring in photographs and objects from their home cultures including those from family members living in different areas of the UK and abroad. 
· Ensure the use of up-to-date, appropriate photographs of parts of the world that are commonly stereotyped and misrepresented. 
· Small world representing diversity and various occupations
· Dressing up clothes and enhancements to follow children’s interests: fire fighter, vets, baby clinic, salon
· Provide role-play areas with a variety of resources reflecting diversity. 
· Make a display with the children, showing all the people who make up the community of the setting.


	The World

	I can make observations and use my senses to explore the world around me.
	I can explore and talk about how things work and happen.
	I can describe pushes and pulls and know that these are forces.
	I can explore and describe different materials and their simple properties.
	I can show respect for all living things and the natural environment.
	I can name the four seasons.

I know some places in the world are hot and some are cold.
	I can name and describe different types of weather.
I can make simple measurements, e.g. rain gauge
	I can name some animals from each of the animal groups.
	I know what plants and humans need to grow.
	I am developing my understanding of growth and decay by learning about life-cycles of plants and animals.

	Adult role:
	· Use parents’ knowledge to extend children’s experiences of the world 
· Arouse awareness of features of the environment in the setting and immediate local area, e.g. make visits to shops or a park. 
· Extend the children’s vocabulary to help them talk about their observations and to ask questions.  Subject specific, high-level vocabulary.
· Help children to notice and discuss patterns around them, e.g. tree bark, flower petal or leaf shapes, grates, covers, or bricks. 
· Examine change over time, for example, growing plants, and change that may be reversed, e.g. melting ice. 
· Use appropriate words, e.g. town, village, path, house, flat, cinema, skyscraper, hydrant, cirrus, cumulonimbus, temple and synagogue, to help children make distinctions in their observations. 
· Use correct terms so that, e.g. children will enjoy naming a chrysalis if the practitioner uses its correct name. 
· Pose carefully framed open-ended questions and prompts, such as How can we...? What would happen if...? I wonder.... 


	Enabling environment:
	· Make use of school forest ground, bug hotels and pond dipping resources.
· Provide play maps and small world equipment for children to create their own environments as well as represent the familiar environment. 
· Teach skills and knowledge in the context of practical activities, e.g. learning about the characteristics of liquids and solids by involving children in melting chocolate or cooking eggs, or observing ice outdoors. 
· Explore different habitats outdoors, e.g. scent, colour and shape of flowers attracting bees, making a wormery, planning bird feeding on the ground and higher level. 
· Select a spot in the forest area to visit during each season to record seasonal changes.
· Provide opportunities to observe things closely through a variety of means, e.g. magnifiers
and photographs, iPad apps to listen to and recognise birds. 
· Use the local area for exploring both the built
and the natural environment. Regularly take small groups of children on local walks, taking the time to observe what involves the children’s interest. 
· Provide stimuli and resources for children to create simple maps and plans, paintings, drawings and models of observations of known and imaginary landscapes. 
· Give opportunities to design practical, attractive environments, for example, planting and taking care of flower and vegetable beds or organising equipment outdoors. 
· Provide stories that help children to make sense of different environments. 
· Give opportunities to record and creatively represent findings by, e.g. drawing, writing, making a model or photographing, through music, dancing or dressing up.


	Children of the future - ECO

	
	I know some materials can be recycled.
	I can talk about ways to save water.
	I can talk about ways to save electricity.
	I can talk about the dangers of litter to wildlife.
	Marine – water ways
The turtles
	I know how I can keep my mind healthy
PSED
	
	
	

	Adult role:
	· Encourage the use of words that help children to express opinions, e.g. busy, quiet and pollution 
· Help children to find out about the environment by talking to people, examining photographs and simple maps and visiting local places. 
· Encourage children to express opinions on natural and built environments and give opportunities for them to hear different points of view on the quality of the environment. 
· Encourage the children to find ways to make changes in their own homes, turning off their lights when not in their rooms, turning off the tap while brushing their teeth.
· Teach the children about the dangers of litter to wildlife.
· Ensure children know about the importance of sleep, exercise and good diet to support a healthy mind and make sure they know who they can talk to if they have worries.


	Enabling environment:
	· Paper recycling bin/ fruit compost bin
· Junk modelling
· Taps with sensors in bathrooms – discuss why these are important
· Lights on sensors
· Healthy Living topic – healthy minds
· Explore the role of refuse collectors – journey of our rubbish
· Explore plant-based diets
· Share stories related to pollution, climate change, habitat erosion, etc. 
· Feed the birds in winter – make bird feeders/ hedgehog hibernation nest
· Provide first-hand experiences to support children in making sense of micro-environments, the specific conditions which enable each plant or animal to live and thrive. (Tadpoles, snails, wormery)
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EYFS Curriculum – Learning Journey Statements

Area of Learning: Understanding the World
National Curriculum: History, RE, Science, Geography, PSHE
The curriculum: what we want children to learn 
· The curriculum is a top-level plan of everything the early years setting wants the children to learn. 
· Planning to help every child to develop their language is vital. 
· The curriculum needs to be ambitious. Careful sequencing will help children to build their learning over time. 
· Young children’s learning is often driven by their interests. Plans need to be flexible. 
· Depth in early learning is much more important than covering lots of things in a superficial way. 

Rationale: To provide broad and deep foundations (knowledge and skills) which form the secure building blocks for future learning.  To develop high-level vocabulary. To foster a sense of awe and wonder and curiosity about objects, people and places; showing a deep drive to know more about people and their world.To use senses to explore the world around them.  To know the important role, they have in the future of the planet.









	Reception
	Unique Child

	Past & Present

	Chronology
	I know the date and month of my birthday.
	I know that my parents and grandparents were born in the past and before me.
	I can describe how I have changed since I was born and how I will change in greater detail.
	I can talk about and sequence the events in my school day using the language of ‘time’.
	I know ‘the past’ is something that has already happened and the ‘now’ is something that is happening in the present. I know the future is what is happening next.
	I can remember and discuss significant events in my own life, paying attention to time and details.
e.g. holidays, new sibling, party, day trip
	I can talk about events which happened before I was born and a very long time ago.
E.g. Dinosaurs, Bible stories, World wars/ Remembrance/ Royal occasions
	I can re-tell traditional tales that were written a long time ago and sequence the events independently.
	I know the names of some significant people from the past.

Authors, historical figures

	Adult role:
	· Encourage children to talk about their own home and community life, and to find out about other children’s experiences. Be aware that some children’s home lives may be complicated or disrupted, and talking about them may be difficult. 
· Share stories about people from the past who have an influence on the present. 
· Help children and parents to see the ways in which their cultures and beliefs are similar, sharing and discussing practices, resources, celebrations and experiences. 


	Enabling environment:
	· Photographs from when the children were babies/ family members when they were young
· Birthday celebrations in class
· Keyworker time – Talk time daily
· Daily routines – timetable
· Days of the week: yesterday, today, tomorrow
· Famous authors from the past
· Read traditional stories and Bible stories written a long time ago
· Remembrance Day
· History of the Royal family – Coronation, weddings
· Celebrating personal achievements – certificates, awards outside school



	People, Culture & Communities

	British Values
Local Geography
	I know about different occupations and ways of life and replicate these in my role play.  
	I know that I am unique and I can describe how I am similar and different to my friends.
	I can discuss my family customs and routines.
	I show a respectful interest in other cultures and religions.
	I understand that I am part of a school community, church community and Halewood community and what that means.
	I can describe some of the features in Halewood.


	I can compare my local environment to contrasting countries in the World.
	I can make and label a simple map.

I can follow a simple map.
	I can design and carry out a simple survey.

	Adult role:
	· Plan visits to Halewood triangle, local churches, parks, shops, library, Yew Tree farm. Explore the sunflower projects by Harrison’s farm.
· Explore services for children within the community: swimming, gymnastics, football, Rainbows. Beavers, Jam club etc
· Visits from Children’s worker from the local church.
· Share stories about people from the past who have an influence on the present. E.g. Mary Anning, Stories from the World War
· Encourage children to develop positive relationships with community members who visit the setting, such as fire fighters, refuse collectors, delivery personnel, care home resident, artists. 
· Encourage children to share their feelings and talk about why they respond to experiences in particular ways. 
· Explain carefully why some children may need extra help or support for some things, or why some children feel upset by a particular thing. 
· Help children and parents to see the ways in which their cultures and beliefs are similar, sharing and discussing practices, resources, celebrations and experiences. 
· Strengthen the positive impressions children have of their own cultures and faiths, and those of others in their community, by sharing and celebrating a range of practices and special events. 

	Enabling environment:
	· Small world figures representing a variety of occupations
· Help children to learn positive attitudes and challenge negative attitudes and stereotypes, e.g. using puppets, Persona Dolls, stories and books showing black heroes or disabled kings or queens or families with same sex parents, having a visit from a male midwife or female fire fighter. 
· Dress up clothes for a variety of occupations and enhancements to follow interests, e.g. the salon, the vet, the baby clinic, the garage
· Visit different parts of the local community, including areas where some children may be very knowledgeable, e.g. Chinese supermarket, local church, elders lunch club, Greek café. 
· Provide role-play areas with a variety of resources reflecting diversity. 
· Make a display with the children, showing all the people who make up the community of the setting. 
· Invite people from a range of cultural backgrounds to talk about aspects of their lives or the things they do in their work, such as a volunteer who helps people become familiar with the local area. (World Faith Day - RE)


	The World

	I can make observations and use my senses to explore the world around me.
	I can explore and talk about how things work and happen.
	I can describe pushes and pulls and know that these are forces.
	I can explore and describe different materials and their simple properties.
	I can show respect for all living things and the natural environment.
	I can name and describe the four seasons.
I know some places in the world are hot and some are cold.
	I can name and describe different types of weather.
I can make simple measurements, e.g. rain gauge
	I can name some animals from each of the animal groups.
	I know what plants and humans need to grow.
	I am developing my understanding of growth and decay by learning about life-cycles of plants and animals.

	Adult role:
	· Use parents’ knowledge to extend children’s experiences of the world 
· Arouse awareness of features of the environment in the setting and immediate local area, e.g. make visits to shops or a park. 
· Extend the children’s vocabulary to help them talk about their observations and to ask questions.  Subject specific, high-level vocabulary.
· Help children to notice and discuss patterns around them, e.g. tree bark, flower petal or leaf shapes, grates, covers, or bricks. 
· Examine change over time, for example, growing plants, and change that may be reversed, e.g. melting ice. 
· Use appropriate words, e.g. town, village, path, house, flat, cinema, skyscraper, hydrant, cirrus, cumulonimbus, temple and synagogue, to help children make distinctions in their observations. 
· Use correct terms so that, e.g. children will enjoy naming a chrysalis if the practitioner uses its correct name. 
· Pose carefully framed open-ended questions and prompts, such as How can we...? What would happen if...? I wonder.... 


	Enabling environment:
	· Make use of school forest ground, bug hotels and pond dipping resources.
· Provide play maps and small world equipment for children to create their own environments as well as represent the familiar environment. 
· Teach skills and knowledge in the context of practical activities, e.g. learning about the characteristics of liquids and solids by involving children in melting chocolate or cooking eggs, or observing ice outdoors. 
· Explore different habitats outdoors, e.g. scent, colour and shape of flowers attracting bees, making a wormery, planning bird feeding on the ground and higher level. 
· Select a spot in the forest area to visit during each season to record seasonal changes.
· Provide opportunities to observe things closely through a variety of means, e.g. magnifiers
and photographs, iPad apps to listen to and recognise birds. 
· Use the local area for exploring both the built
and the natural environment. Regularly take small groups of children on local walks, taking the time to observe what involves the children’s interest. 
· Provide stimuli and resources for children to create simple maps and plans, paintings, drawings and models of observations of known and imaginary landscapes. 
· Give opportunities to design practical, attractive environments, for example, planting and taking care of flower and vegetable beds or organising equipment outdoors. 
· Provide stories that help children to make sense of different environments. 
· Give opportunities to record and creatively represent findings by, e.g. drawing, writing, making a model or photographing, through music, dancing or dressing up. 

	Children of the future ECO

	
	I know some materials can be recycled.
	I can talk about ways to save water.
	I can talk about ways to save electricity.
	I can talk about the dangers of litter to wildlife.
	Marine – water ways
The turtles
	I know how I can keep my mind healthy.
PSED
	
	
	

	Adult role:
	· Encourage the use of words that help children to express opinions, e.g. busy, quiet and pollution 
· Help children to find out about the environment by talking to people, examining photographs and simple maps and visiting local places. 
· Encourage children to express opinions on natural and built environments and give opportunities for them to hear different points of view on the quality of the environment. 
· Encourage the children to find ways to make changes in their own homes, turning off their lights when not in their rooms, turning off the tap while brushing their teeth.
· Teach the children about the dangers of litter to wildlife.
· Ensure children know about the importance of sleep, exercise and good diet to support a healthy mind and make sure they know who they can talk to if they have worries

	Enabling environment:
	· Paper recycling bin/ fruit compost bin
· Junk modelling
· Taps with sensors in bathrooms
· Lights on sensors
· Healthy Living topic – healthy minds
· Contributions to Junior Leadership team
· Picture News – Current affairs relating to the environment
· Explore the role of refuse collectors – journey of our rubbish
· Explore plant-based diets
· Share stories related to pollution, climate change, habitat erosion, etc. 
· Feed the birds in winter – make bird feeders/ hedgehog hibernation nest
· Provide first-hand experiences to support children in making sense of micro-environments, the specific conditions which enable each plant or animal to live and thrive. (Tadpoles, snails, wormery)






Statutory ELG Assessment point:
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Where children believe, achieve and succeed
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Statutory ELG: The Natural World
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Explore the natural world around them, making observations
‘and drawing pictures of animals and plants;

- Know some similarities and differences between the natural
world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read i class;

- Understand some important processes and changes in the.
natural world around them, including the seasons and changing.
states of matter.
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Statutory ELG: Past and Present
Childrenat the expected level of development will:

~Talk about the lives of the people around them and their roles in
society;

- Know some similarities and differences between things inthe
‘pastand now, drawing on their experiences and what has been
readinclass;

~Understand the past through settings, characters and events
encountered in books read in class and storytelling.

Statutory ELG: People, Culture and Communities
Children at the expected level of development will:

- Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from
observation, iscussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps;

- Know some similarities and differences between different
religious and cultural communities in this country, drawing on
their experiences and what has been read i class;

- Explain some similarities and differences between lfe in this
‘country and lfe in other countries, drawing on knowledge from
Stories, non-fiction texts and - when appropriate - maps.





