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alewood C of E Newsletter
December 2023

Message from Mr Catt

Welcome to our newsletter. What a wonderful half term it has been! We have had so much Christmas
joy around school over the past few weeks. We could not be more proud of our children.

Our nativities were a huge success. The children did an incredible job in retelling the Christmas story
with such confidence and enthusiasm. | am sure you will all agree that it was a magical moment
watching our children shining on the stage. The singing, dancing and acting brought so much joy to us
all.

We are incredibly proud of our school choir for all they have done this half term. They have raised over
£300 for charity, as well as spreading Christmas cheer across the community. They have performed at
John Lennon Airport, Jaguar Landrover, Derby Court Residential Home, Halewood Town Council and our
Carols by Candlelight evening. They have been truly inspirational.

We have had many successes in sport this half term, thanks to the commitment and dedication of our
children and staff. Some stand out performances came from our Year 4 children, who won the Knowsley
football tournament, and our Indoor Athletics Team who came 3™ in Knowsley. Well done everyone!

This half term, we have been focussing on our school value hope. The children have learnt about the
hope that Jesus brings, and how it is our responsibility to spread hope in the world. Christmas is a time
for hope. We often have so many things that we hope for: special presents we have put on a list, a nice
Christmas dinner with family, visits from special friends. But sometimes we forget the true meaning of
Christmas, Jesus the hope of the world. Our Christingle service was a great reminder of this. [t was a
special moment seeing all our children lit up by candlelight, singing Away in a Manger. This Christmas
time, take a moment to stop and say thank you to God for the most precious gift of all.

Finally, | would like to say how sad we are to be saying goodbye to Mr Tunstall. Mr Tunstall has been a
teacher at Halewood C of E for 6 years and has brought so much to our whole community. We have been
truly blessed to have someone with such talent, passion and energy teaching at our school. He has
brought joy to all he has taught and will leave a lasting legacy of sport, music and fun and laughter. On
behalf of the whole school community, | would like to say a huge thank you for all he has done and pray
that God will continue to bless him as he takes up his next exciting chapter.

As always, thank you so much for your continued support and partnership. Have a very merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year.

God bless,

Mr Catt




Mr Tunstall

This term, we said goodbye to Mr Tunstall during
a special musical challenge assembly. Mr
Tunstall will be missed by children, staff and
parents and we send a huge thank you to all he
has done for the school and for our children and
wish him well in his new role at Cronton C of E

Thank you Mr Tunstall and Good Luck.
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Change to School Day

From January 2024, our
school hours for children in
Reception to Year 6 will be

8.40am — 3.10pm

Gates will open at &8.35am

PPRD

Thank you to
parents and carers
for attending
PPRD in
November. It is
always a pleasure
to share your
children’s
successes with




Nativities

We are so proud of each and every one of our
children from Nursery to Year 6 who treated
parents and carers to fantastic performances
reminding us of the true meaning of Christmas.
They performed with confidence and sang their
hearts out and the joy they brought to the

audience was clear to see.
: |

Christingle

The children and staff came together during our
Christingle Service to share the light of Jesus
and share His message of hope.

Christmas Jumper Day dand Lunch

We had lots of fuh on Christmas Jumper Day!
The children looked super festive in their
jumpers and accessories. We raised a fantastic
£402.00 for our sponsored children.




Our choir have treated members of the
community to lots of Christmas cheer with their
fantastic voices, from people travelling through

the airport to those watching the Christmas light

switch on in Halewood, rounded off with an
evening of Christmas Carols by Candlelight at

Children in Need Poppy Appeal e

Thank you to parents
and carers for your
kind donations to
Children In Need. We
raised an amazing
£2&83.50 to support
children and yound
people in the UK.

This year we raised a
fantastic £122.24. ¢
Your support makes a | |- -,
real difference to ..

those in the Armed
Forces community.
Thank you so much.




Yeadr 5 Robinwood

We are extremely proud of our year 5 children
who had a fantastic time at Robinwood. They
each challenged themselves from the Giant
Swing to Crate Challenge and the famous
Pirhana Pool. What a team !

Visit from the bird man

Thank you to S&R Birds of Prey
who brought their amazing
birds into school. The children




Culture Club

Tile making

Culture Club has been running
this half term for Year 3 and it
has been led by one of our
fantastic Year 6 pupils. The
children have learned facts,
sampled food and taken part

in a crafts from Florida,
Ukraine, France, California,
Scotland and China.
Thank you so much Miss H !
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Healthy Families

A number of families have taken part in the '
Knowsley Healthy Families workshops over the
past 5 weeks. The final session was a cooking

workshop — a great way to complete the course
with a festive snowman made of pancakes !




Attendance

Well done to Year 2 who are our attendance
winhners this term with 98.3%

Whole school attendance to date is 97.1%

Class attendance to date

Reception — 96.7%
Year 1 — 97.3%
Year 2 — 98.3%

P Y 3 96.3%
B/ — RN Attendance

Year 4 — 97.4%
Year 5 — 96.8% Matters

Yeadr 6 06.99p Every student. Every day.

Congratulations to our Attendance Champions
and winners of our Goodie Bags

Reception - Lily
Year 1 — Dolcie
Year 2 — Alanna
Year 3 — Jessica
Year 4 — William C
Year 5 — Qrace
Year 6 - Sadie




Attendance — what do the percentages mean?

We aim to encourage and assist all pupils to
achieve excellent levels of attendance and
punctuality. Therefore, our target for all pupils
s to achieve at least 97% attendance over the
course of a school year, with no unauthorised
absences.

This table shows how many hours of learning
are missed in line with your child’s attendance
percentage and number of days missed in a full
academic year.

% attendance | Days off Number of hours
school missed learning




National Online Safety have put together some
tips to enjoy a fun filled, tech-free Christmas.
Don’t forget to send us some photos on twitter !

4@ %% % ® TopTipsfora ™ @ W

TECH-FREE CHRISTMAS

Itcanbe difficultito stay away ffom tachnology and devices, and sometimes this meons
that paople = ofany age - canlindithard to be presentinthe momaent As ¢ period when ’
families'ore abletospend some quality time together ond enjoy each other's company,
Christmas iz the parfect oppottunity to step away from our phones, loptops and
consoles and concentrateonithe things thot reclly matter Follow our top tenitips for o
tech=tfree festivelperiogandimake the most of thisholiday seoson Merty Christmas!

1. BOARD GAMES CAN BE
FUN (HONEST)

OK, no one wonls o repeat

of that incident when your

Lwngoﬂ had to pay triphe rent on
a,;tuu‘ but going bock to basics

with o card of board gome can be o

fontostic bonding experience. Choose

4 0 game thot even the youngest

¥ members of your fomily can enjoy

A and have a lun tech-free time.
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DECORATIONS

Spending time on orts ond
crafts s @ brilliont way to relax

ond spend some productive time
offiine. Moking your own Chri
decorations as a lomily con bec:

0 wholesome tradition and keave you
with some treasured moementos, too

2. MAKE YOUR
’&g @

'3. GO FOR A WINTER WALK

Not much beots wropping up e v
warm on a crisp December <

day and toking o stroll. Whether ¥ =, 3K
alone of with the lamily, o walk is

a fantestic way to clear your heoad

ond relish the breok from hectic

normal ife. As an extra festive

treat, why not make o flask of hot
chocolate to take with you? *

4. BAKE SOME
FESTIVE TREATS

Not ol Christm
hos to be
that's timed with military

recksion. Boking some simple
estive treots Nke cookles doesn't
L © take hours =~ and will moke
s you're stocked up on tosty
t @3 to oer any friends or family
mambaers who pop round.

5. READ A FAMILY
STORY TOGETHER

Turn story time into an event

Moke the living room or bedroom
nto o tech-Mrew space, ight some
candies, moke some hot drinks and
reach for a clossic Christmas tale. it's
a fantastic way to relax befor

and the right story will help to

whole family into the festive spe

P%. TURN OFF NOTIFICATIONS &

It sounds cbvious, but 3
turning off emall and opp %
notifications can give you more 1
control of your relationship with é:' e
technclogy. Oaum?‘ into the habsit ™

of checking your phone periodically ~
rother than reacting overy thne
notification ar helps you to stay
present in the moment

7. FEED THE BIRDS

Food's hord to come by lor

wildiife in winter, 50 h .

our feathered friends is avery
worthwhile recion 1o put down those
devices and reconnect with noture.
Fil a bird feeder in the garden or toke

pork ‘but ditch the breo 2
oats, rice or birdsoed)

SETDAILYLMTS  §
Many opps and devices lot “' \
er.: sot reminders to lot you

now how bnag OUVe Used
them for that doy. Soun%zudy
limits puts you tinmiy in charge of
your time and will help to ensure you
donmt mik ut on any fomily
Christmaos memaries because you're
engrossed in your phone or loptop.

9. GET ON YOUR BIXE

Exercise, such a3 going for

@ run or a bike ride is on

excollent way to burn oft

sorme of those Yuletide calories while
?Nng your broin ond oyes a break

1o scroon-based octivity. Physicol
exection olso helps reduce anxiety ond
releases endorphins which con
Improve your sense of wellbeing

10. MAKE TIME FOR
YOURSELF

Thevre ¢

ressure to meet up with

rlends, make video colls ond
chock in with people ot Christ
but remember that you need t
rolax a3 well. Don’t feel guilty about
not mplm‘? to messoges and emails
Iimmaediately - the holiday is your
chonce to drop down G goor or two.

National

Online |

Safety
#WakeUpWednesday




Child of Excellence

Well done to the winners of our Child of Excellence
Awards for the theme of Hope. These children give
hope and encouragement to their peers and are
amazing role models.

Reception — Freya & Seb
Year 1 — Amelia & Michael Year 2 — George & Sol
Year 3 — Mila & Oliver Year 4 — Lois & Toby
Year 5 — Emily & Zach G Year 6 — Lerryn & Sunny

Athletics Football

Our incredible athletics Congratulations to
team took part in the the Knowsley Year 4
Knowsley SSP football champions.

championships. They A team full of
showed incredible determination, skills
team work and and fantastic

encouragement and attitudes.
finished in 3" place.




If your child is going to be absent from school,
please contact the school office between 8.30
and 9.00am. Calls must be made to us each day
and an absence note brought in with the pupil
on their return. Unreported absences will be
logged as unauthorised.

WE CANNNOT ACCEPT EMAILS AS A REPORT OF AN
ABSENCE AND WILL FOLLOW UP WITH A CALL IF
AN EMAIL IS RECEIVED.

Please note that appointment cards or letters
will be required for any time taken out of school
for medical appointments. We are only able to
hote this as an authorised absence if we have a
letter or card.

Office Hours

Just a reminder that the school office hours are
0 8.30am — 4pm. 0

- -




Diary Dates

03.01.2024 - School reopens 8.35am
02.02.2024 - National Numeracy Day
05.02- 09.02.2024 - Children’s Mental Health
Week
06.02.2024 - Safer Internet Day
09.02.2024 - Child of Excellence
School closes 3pm

News from Home

We love to hear what you’ve been up to
at home. s

Keep us posted on twitter s
@halewoodcofe |

Wishing you all a wonderful Christmas and New
Year
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